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Sixth Form Personal Development, 
Organisation and Independent 

Learning

Mr Huckle

Head of Sixth Form







Form time 8.20am every day

Example: 

Monday Planning the week ahead; prioritising; targets

Tuesday Taskmaster competitions

Wednesday PSHE e.g. Drug and Alcohol risks

Thursday Assembly

Friday Passion Project





You buy 
your 

grades 
with time!



VESPA

Vision: How well do you know what you want to achieve?

Effort: How many hours of independent work do you do?

Systems: How do you organise your learning and organise your 
time?

Practice: What kind of work do you do to practice your skills?

Attitude: How do you respond to setbacks?



Sixth Form Enrichment

Mrs Jackman

Head of Sixth Form Enrichment



What is enrichment?

Your opportunity to develop skills and knowledge that sets you apart from 
other students when you leave

To undertake a project or experience something outside your A Level 
subjects

A chance to ‘give back’ to your community or school

Every 6th form student at SWA completes one enrichment in year 12



Enrichment Options

Rugby
Netball
Football
GCSE Maths/English retake 
Further Maths
Mathematical studies
EPQ

• The Society
• Eco Committee
• T4T
• MOOC’s
• NCS
• DofE
• Subject Ambassadors
• Youth Ambassadors
• Plus others



EPQ

• Worth half an A Level
• 3 hours per fortnight timetabled
• 5000 word essay or product +1000 essay
• Logbook (diary)
• Pick anything you want to research
• Focus is on skills development e.g. analysis, independent learning, 

research, time management
• Some universities make alternative offers and/ or grants

• “What impact did the one child policy have on women in China?”
• “How important were Blacksmiths in helping ancient Rome thrive and conquer?”
• “Should the US budget include funds for space exploration or should private corporations take on this role?”
• “Is laughter contagious?”



How to select enrichment?

• Some of your have already selected your enrichment (Rugby, Further 
Maths, EPQ etc)

• For everyone else:
• We will host an enrichment fair in September
• You must sign up to one enrichment
• You will then be invited to join the google classroom where all 

communication will be made/ resources uploaded
• You will also need to upload resources for some of the courses
• Enrichment will begin towards the end of September – don’t 

panic if it doesn’t start immediately!



Work Experience

In July, students in year 12 complete one week’s work experience.
More information will be released in September regarding this but start 
thinking about where you might like to go. 

Popular placements in media, law, museums go quickly so please check 
when their deadlines are.



Any questions about enrichment?

Please email me RJackman@bestacademies.org.uk

LHuckle@bestacademies.org.uk
August onwards

mailto:RJackman@bestacademies.org.uk
mailto:Lhuckle@bestacademies.org.uk


Bursary and Dress Code

Mrs Hoad

Assistant Head of Sixth Form



Bursary

• You can apply for bursary during your time with us.  It is ideal to support your studies e.g. cost of 
learning materials, equipment for school e.g. your own chromebook, cost of school transport
£££

• First deadline is September 2024 – you can apply as soon as you arrive with us in September

• Spend the money!  E.g. Amazon order into Miss L Collins

Qualifying example reasons – N.B. evidence is required with the application:

• Learner received free school meals

• Learner has a long term medical condition which affects study

• Learner is a young carer

• Young person in care or a care leaver

• A disabled young person

• Parents/carers are receiving benefits such as income based job seekers allowance, child tax 
credits, state pension credit, universal credit 



SWA Sixth Form Professional Dress Code

• Dressing appropriately for this workplace
• Education and training
• ‘Would Mrs Hoad or Mr Tonking wear this?’
Key points:
• SWA branded sports kit
• Hoodies/t-shirts/logos 
• Footwear: safety  e.g. trainers yes Birkenstocks/crocs - no
Safeguarding: Lanyards

Sanction: B1 and two B1s in a week = Sixth Form Penalty Hour 3pm 
Thursday



Dress code - Affordability

• Capsule wardrobe – e.g. two pairs of trousers, 5 polo shirts, 2 
jumpers

• Charity shops and online thrift/reuse sites e.g. Vinted

• And you are welcome to ask in September before you buy anything 
or before you take the tags off!



Advice from our students:

• Use your free periods wisely to get work done
• BTECs are useful – do consider them 
• #wishiddoneaBTEC
• Check the university entry requirements if you are thinking about a 

specific degree
• Keep an eye on apprenticeships on offer
• Keep options open - it’s interesting what degrees do NOT ask for 

e.g. Law
• Carry on with hobbies/interests out of school - work/life balance



And finally….

No subject choice changes will be processed until after your confirmation email 
24th August

• All the subject sessions from today will be posted to our website 

• GCSE Results day: Thursday 22nd August

Letter with instructions: Confirmation email: By 12pm Friday 23rd August with 
your subject choices – remember – entry requirements

We check every single application!

Tuesday 3rd September: Invitation only Checking day - any remaining 
queries/entries

Friday 6th September 8.20am Main Hall


