
Voting behaviour and the media

• Class based voting and class/partisan dealignment

• Region

• Age

• Ethnicity

• Education

• Gender

• Governing competence







General election records

• Harold Wilson Labour 4 1964, 1966, Feb 74, Oct 74

• Margaret Thatcher Conservative 3 1979, 1983, 1987

• Tony Blair Labour 3 1997, 2001, 2005

• Labour 179 1997

• Labour 166 2001

• Conservative 144 1983



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJpyks_lPhQ&t=1s Blair

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZPqBNc4wmw
Thatcher

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/cpv359qq15eo Curtice

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJpyks_lPhQ&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZPqBNc4wmw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/videos/cpv359qq15eo




1997
Majority 179



2019



Class based voting and class/partisan dealignment

• Class alignment 1945-66

• class/partisan dealignment

• 1970 ‘Rivers of blood’

• 1979 Margaret Thatcher C2 and DE

• 1997 Blair and the middle class

• 2017 Corbyn and the middle class (remainers)

• 2019 Johnson and the Red Wall



Region

• South East

• Big Cities

• Euroscepticism in Labour’s heartlands

• West and East Midlands dealignment

• Scotland

• Liberal Democrats



Age

• Conservative older voters

• Labour younger voters

• Importance since 2017 and 2019



Ethnicity

• Ethnicity and class

• Ethnicity and Labour legislation

• Rivers of Blood

• Labour and Conservatives 2017

• Rishi Sunak

• Gaza?



Education

• Since 2017

• Conservatives and those with fewest educational qualifications

• Labour and those with most educational qualifications

• David Goodhart – The Road to Somewhere



Gender

• Women and the Conservatives

• Women and Labour



Governing competence

• 1959 Conservatives Harold 
Macmillan

• 1966 Labour Harold Wilson

• 1983 Conservatives Margaret 
Thatcher

• 1964 Conservative Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home

• 1974 (Feb) Conservative Edward 
Heath

• 1979 Labour James Callaghan


